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Keeping The ‘Issue Clear 


By ALMA LUTZ : 


A we celebrate the birthday of Susan B. Anthony 
this month in the midst of war, we very naturally 
turn to those years of her life in which our nation 
faced a great testing time in the War between the 
States. During those dark years of 1861 to 1865, it 
looked many times as if our 2 experiment in 
democratic government would disintegrate. Greed, 
politics, jealousies, lack of vision, and indifference 
down the war effort of the North. 

In 1868 after Lincoln had issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation, Miss Anthony re- 
ceived a letter from Henry B. 


They expected as a matter of course that their 
services and the services of all women would be re- 


warded after the war with the ballot. And the services 


of women in the Civil War were important, as im- 


portant for that era and as spectacular for that era 


as were the services of women in the last world war. 

So sure were they of their reward—all but Miss 

Anthony—that they disbanded their Woman’s Rights 

associations to devote themselves to winning the war. 

When the war was over, they found to their t 5 
that they were forgotten — that 

was the Negro's hour.“ In New 


Stanton in Washington, saying 
“You have no idea how dark the 
cloud is that hangs over us... 
We must not lay the flattering 
unction to our souls that the 
Een will be of any use 
we are beaten and have a dis- 
solution of our union. Here then 
is work for you, Susan. Put on 
your armor and go forth.” 
Susan did just that. With the 
help of Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
she set to work to rouse women 
to the recognition of the real is- 
sue of the war, and through them 
to influence public opinion. Wo- 
men then as today were flocking 
into organizations to relieve suf- 
fering, to provide bandages and 
clothing, to aid the families of 
soldiers. They were holding fairs 
and theatricals to raise money | 
for this humanitarian work. But 
Susan and Elizabeth realized that 


shrink, 


A Message from Avalon 
“The world is darker than you think, 
But so it was in Herod’s day; | E 
When, trembling over chaos-brink, 1 
4 Star appeared to light the way. 
“Take courage then, in war's last hour 
It shall be now as it was then; 
Through earth shall ring the Word 
of Power— 


Of Peace on earth, good-will to men. } world must include free women. 
“Take courage then, though nations | 


And all their altar-fires burn low; 
The world ig darker than you think, 


(Printed by permission of the author. ) : 


York State for example, they dis- 
covered that the woman’s prop- 
erty law for which they had 
worked so long and so hard, had 
been repealed. They had to start 
all over again reminding an in- 
different public that the rights of 
women were important in a de- 


mocracy. 
All this is by way of reminding 
us that today’s war for a free 


Women have a big stake in this 
war. They have seen what Fas- 
Leist have done to 
the freedom of women. They 
may be tempted to throw them- 
selves into war work without 
thought for their own rights, feel- 
ing sure their value as citizens 
will be recognized after the war. 
But to be worthwhile this war 
must actually be a war for a free 
world, and a free world means 


women must do more than this. sf 
They must influence women to 


demand that this be a war for freedom. And so they 


called the women of the country together to form a 
Women’s National Loyal League. “Woman,” they said, 
“is equally interested and responsible with man for 
the final settlement of this problem of self-govern- 
mer!“ “hey passed a resolution stating that “there 
Nev. ivai be a true peace in this Republic until the civil 
and political rights of all citizens of African descent and 
all women are practically established. They did not for- 
get that freedom included women as well as the Negro. 
But they went to work on the first practical step that 
lay ahead—creating sentiment for an amendment to the 


Constitution abolishing slavery, and they did this by cir- 


culating hundreds of petitions. There is no doubt that 


they played an important role in establishing the consti- 


tutional guarantees of freedom accorded the Negro. 


free women. Therefore along 
with their work for the material 
defense of their country women must keep their vision 
elear enough to recognize that it is imperative for 
them to share in making the peace and rebuilding the 
world after the war is won. In order to be able to 
do this, they must omy 3 alive those organizations which 
have won women’s freedom step by step and have 
guarded it. They must be alert to see that no back- 
ward steps are taken as emergency measures, such 
as mandatory joint income tax returns for hus- 
bans and wives, which would infringe upon the prop- 
erty rights of married women. They must con- 
tinue to demand complete citizenship which only an 


equal rights amendment to the Constitution can grant. 


In these days they will do well if they follow the 
lead of that great apostle of freedom, Susan B. 


4, 2 ~~ +. 
Vol. 28, No. 2 a — 
But Christ is nearer than you 
know.” 
LILITH LORRAINE. 
Founder and Director, “Avalon Poetry 
intr ony. 
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Leveling Barriers 
An editorial in the Washington Post, Feb. 9, 1942, 
states that a recent New York Court decision has accel- 
erated the pace at which the barriers separating inter- 
state from intrastate commerce are being broken down. 
In this case it is declared that: 


.. “porters, charwomen, elevator operators, etc. employed 
in loft buildings in the garment industry come under the pro- 
visions of the Federal Wage Hour Act. If the decision is 
upheld by the Supreme Court it is estimated that 6,000 buildi 
service employees in the city’s garment district will be entitl 
to collect from the building owners about two million dollars 
in back pay for overtime work. The constitutional implications 
of the decision are of great significance. If the humble scrub- 
ber of floors in a loft building is engaged in interstate commerce 
because a majority of the tenants manufacture products shipped 
in interstate commerce, few workers remain subject to exclusive 
regulation by the States.” 


Justice Stone in the Darby Lumber case, Feb. 3, 
1941, stated: 


. “The power of Congress over interstate commerce is not 
confined to the. regulation of commerce among the states. It 
extends to those activities intrastate which so affect it as to 
make regulations of them appropriate means to the attainment 
of a legitimate end, the exercise of the granted power of Con- 
gress to regulate interstate commerce.” 


This is of significance to the National Woman’s 
Party. If these decisions are upheld they will bring 
the great majority of women workers under the opera- 
tion of the Fair Labor Standards Act, eventually pro- 
viding 40 hours a week and 40 cents an hour wage 
for all workers regardless of sex. We ask why preserve 
so-called protective laws for women only, which 8 
vide a longer working day for women than the 
Labor Standards Act? Why have any special protec- 


tive laws for women only, since now men can have 


their conditions of work 3 by law also? Why 
not pass the equal rights amendment which will raise 
the self-respect of women, improve conditions under 


which they work, and give them a place in the Con- 
stitution? 


A Threat! 


oo year 1942 opens with the possibility of a Con- 
gressional menace to women. Again the mandatory 


joint income tax, twice defeated in 1941, is being pro- 
ay in various quarters, as we go to press, and may 

formally before Congress by the time our members 
receive this issue of EQUAL RIGHTS. Although the 
States joined with Congress in ratifying the suffrage 
amendment, we are accustomed to unfavorable state 
action against women. This, the federal constitution, 
as now interpreted by the courts, permits. But in 
happy contrast to state discriminations, Congress dur- 
ing the last 23 years has passed in addition to the Suf- 
frage Amendment, the Equal Nationality Law and the 
Fair Labor Standards Act, illustrative of a trend of 
the times, to liberate the lives of women. That Con- 
gress, thus far, has failed to give us the protection of 
the Constitution, by the passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, is certainly unwise. But at least the fed- 
eral laws have not discriminated against women, as 
the Constitution permits them to do. 


The year 1941 closed with the defeat of both pro- 

sals to force husbands and wives to file mandatory 
oint income tax returns in the name of the husband. 
1942 opens with the threat of a renewal of this 
to classify wives on the old basis of the common 
from which Congress has for 23 years definitely de- 


parted. 
The National Women’s Party opposes this attempt to 


- legislate women back into the chattel class. We know 


of no woman’s organization that favors this measure. 
Men throughout the nation have rallied to the defense 
of the rights of women in this specific instance. It is 
beginning to dawn on people everywhere, men and 
women alike, that there is something wrong in a con- 
stitution which permits half of the citizens of the 
nation to be — ay a football for te tax legislation. 


General Federation Of Women’s Clubs 


It is significant that determined action to oppose the 
mandatory joint income tax for married 

persons, by the Mid-Winter Board Meeting of the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs should be re- 
2 in the issue of EQUAL RIGHTS dedicated to Susan 
Anthony. Miss Anthony was one of the pioneers in 
the women’s club movement of the United States and 
abroad. She was elected Vice-President of the Inter- 
national Council of Women, founded in 1888, two 
years before the General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
was born. Of course, the suffrage leaders were working 
primarily for their own cause, or else Miss Anthony 
— never have given 80 much time and attention to 
the club movement, but by it she hoped to lead women 


to the ballot box, which it eventually did. The G. F. 


W. C. begun in 1890, as a cultural and educational 
movement, has now become the largest and most influ- 
ential group of organized women in the world. Susan 
Anthony would be gratified at their recognition of this 
impending threat to the status of women as indi- 
viduals, and their sea action in attempting to 
defeat it. 
On Jan. 26th, the rel W. C. Mid-Winter Board 
Meeting passed the . Emergency Resolution: 
RESOLVED, That we oppose the enactment Con- 
green of any law tending to establish the family as a 


unit or requiring husbands and wives to file joint 
returns for federal income tax * 


Does your receiv 
if not, why not? 
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Woman Trucker In Senate Appeal 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 13 (AP) —An attractive little 


red-headed woman stepped into the masculine atmos- 
here of a Senate hearing today, announced that she 
— & ie trucking company and that she came to 
lead for legislation making it easier for her to haul 
— across the country for the Navy. 

Senators and a room full of motor truck line opera- 
tors sat up and took notice of Mrs. Helen Slocum, 
of “The Boat Transit Company of Detroit.“ 

The solitary figure, dressed in a knitted rust dress, 
went on to say that her truck company tes in 26 
states and that she favors passage of a bill giving the 
government authority to regulate sizes and weights of 
trucks operating in interstate commerce. 

Uniform regulations of trucking through states 
would hasten her deliveries of supplies to the Army 
and Navy, she said. | 

Then, accustomed to bossing truckmen for eight 
years but apparently umaecustomed to bossing United 
States Senators, she began to falter amid the formality 
of a Senate committee. When she felt at loss to com- 
plete a sentence, her counsellor leaned forward to 
prompt her. | : 
She told the Senate’s interstate commerce subcom- 
mittee that she is engaged in over-land transportation 
of boats, principally in moving smaller craft from in- 
land construction points to coastal cities. Her company 


has moved 46 boats for the Navy, she said, since last 


August. | 

Often she found non-uniform trucking regulations 
among the states See efficiency, citing a case 
where her driver was h at the Tennessee line for 
three days to obtain clearance to drive across that 


state. —Morning News, Wilmington, Del., Jan. 14, 1942. 


British Men Organize Fight Against Feminism 
LONDON, Jan. 14 (CP).—The National Men’s De- 
fense League, an organization which views with alarm 
the growing power of women im this country, an- 
nounced today an ambitious program for a post-war 
fight against feminism, which it described as “a men- 
ace just as threatening to Britain as Hitlerism.” 
Englishmen were asked to register their names with 
the league’s secretary, R. C. Pinkerton, to prepare for 
the opening of headquarters in London after the war. 
The pamphlet issued by the league today charged that 
feminism “is a menace to your job, to family life and 
to the very existence of Britain as a first-rate power.” 
It said now was the time to outline a counter-offensive. 
The league, holding that present political parties 
have failed to face the “menace,” announced plans for 
the formation of a “Men’s National party.” It said 
also that, because the majority of the English press 
has a feminist policy, it plans to publish a “man’s 
paper after the war. The pamphlet said: We are not 
going to fight a sex war, but we are going to fight 
those feminists who advocate purely feminist claims.” 
N. v. Herald-Tribune, January 15, 1942. 


Oppose Joint Income Tax Returns 
The Editor is happy to state that word has just come 


that both the American Association of University 
Women, National Committee on Economic and Legal 


Status of Women, meeting Nov. 9, 1941, and the A. A. 
U. W. National Committee on Legislative Program, 
meeting on Dec. 6, 1941, voted in favor of opposing 
Compulsory joint income tax returns. 


„M. Hill, Florence Bayard Hillis, Katherine 


Alva Belmont Library 


MART ELIZABETH DOWNEY, Librarian. 


DONORS 

Interest in the Library continues increasingly—since 
its establishment. Gift book plates show material com- 
ing from the following persons: Nina Allender, Caro- 
L. Babcock, Pearl Buck, Genevieve G. Carlisle, 
rles K. Carpenter, Lavinia L. Dock, Ware 
Dennett, Mary E. Downey, Jane Farr, Mrs. Winifield 
Foster, Maude Glasgow, Anna Melissa Graves, Gladys 
Greiner, Mary Heffernan, Clara Mossman Hil on 
endall, 
Alma Lutz, Jeannette Marks, Adelaide M. Nutting, 
Dr. Marian Oatman, Dora G. Ogle, Grace Hays Riley, 
Doris Stevens, Helena Hill W Mrs. Walter Harney 
Weed, Jr., Mrs. W. J. White and Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley. 
„ de have such a list of donors to date 
and others will be included in EQUAL RIGHTS from time 


from over the country 
‘ae and clipping collection is now well 
ich will add great value to the reference 
material in the Library. 
BOOKS WANTED 

Books come in almost every day from those inter- 
ested in building up the Library. Shelving is being 
placed on the west side of the Library which will be a 
fine addition and will give the room beautiful balance. 
The following list of or any others related to 
the collection, will be gladly received: Gilman, Women 
and Economics; Hecker, History of Woman Suffrage; 
Hollister, The Woman Citizen; Johnson, Evolution 
Woman; Kendall, Maria Mitchell; Mill, Subjection of 
Women; Palmer, Alice Freeman Palmer; Ruskin, 
Sesame and Lilies of Queen’s Gardens; Schirmacher, 
Modern Woman’s Rights Movement; Stanton, Eighty 
Years and More. 


Stevens Offers Course For Women 

The N. V. Times, on January 5, 1942, announced 
that college women who desire technical itions in 
America’s war industries will be accepted in a basic 
training program at Stevens Institute of Technology in 
Hoboken, according to an announcement made by Dr. 
Harvey N. Davis, president. The new twelve-week 
course, given as part of the defense 41 Aer 
of the U. S. Office of Education, will begin ruary 2 
and will equip women for such positions as draftsmen, 
inspectors, supervisors, engine testing and computa- 


In announcing the course, which is characterized as 
“the first ney training course in engineering at 
the college level, Dr. Davis pointed out that the short- 
age of engineering personnel has meant that the move- 
ment to employ capable trained women is gaining 
momentum rapidly. 

Officials at the Institute also noted that a survey 
made in the metropolitan area a year ago showed that 
6,000 engineers would be needed within the year. Engi- 
neering colleges in the area, it was said, graduate only 
1,200 fully trained engineers in a year. The new course 
aims to help fill this. gap by giving training to colleg 

ions. 


Each of us inevitable; | | 
Each of us limitless—each of us with his or her 
right upon the earth. 5 re 
—WALT WHITMAN, from “Salut au Monde.” 
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Extracts From Britain’s Pre ttiest General 


By C. PATRICK THOMPSON 


E alarm had sounded, and the girls in steel helmets with 
gas masks were grouped around the huge, com 3 
. in the pit, peering through lenses an usting 
The men gunners at the heavy aintiaircraft guns rage 
for the staccato orders that would indicate the girls had found 
the sky target and ranged it. Number One girl at the big 
predictor began to talk, passing back data to the gun officer, 
and the long barrels swung round and up—and breeches 
thudded behin shell bases. 
at ee oe lanced at his watch. “Good work, girls. I 
you're the fastest flre- control crew we've had on this 
t ought to please your eral.“ 
— by brass-hatted elders of the artillery staff, the 
at a swinging stride across ‘the field—124 


general was 

pounds and five feet, four inches of slim young woman, as 

— 4 1 1 as an * engine, with dark-blue eyes 
e- a tanned aquiline a red-banded peaked 

crammed on her dark hair. 1385 se 
Jean Knox was out inspecting one of the new mixed heavy 

aintiaircraft batteries—men han the guns, and girls the 

e is Chief army calls her 


orry 
operators, cooks, map readers, etc. 


200.0005 100,000 uniformed women. (Next June it will be 


War Ahead 


a major general 


e ar rc ly begins one day in the late summer of 
1988, when her et husband, Geo George Knox, architect and flier in 


Chamberlain was somewhere up in that sky; for the 
first time in his life to play diplomatic poker with Hitler in the 
Bavaria. It was 
Munich-time, and — and Jean, who knew army and air- 
force folk, knew as well as anyone how weak Chamberlain’s 
hand must be in any showdown play. The navy, as usual, was 
all right. Mat the and aly 


Jean said: “I feel I ought to do something. But what?” 


There's this Auxiliary Territorial Service,” suggested her 
husband. “It seems tailored for you.” 

Jean’s immediate reaction was: “Me? I'd be no good. Of 
course I can cook, drive a car, ride a horse, but there must be 
stacks of women who can do that, and who'd be glad to.“ 


Jean was 30, had an 1 daughter to look after, her 
husband to tend, and around her was her smooth life. It seemed 
astounding and incredible that a savage horde led by an Aus- 
trian paper — could must — the Knoxes’ 
chosen and rtable nest in this seagirt land. Any- 
way, what was the hurry? Woul 2 “be best to walt for 
something 


really to happen? 


Suddenly Jean realized she was the way Hitler 83 
hope all England would go on . the Rhineland 
again, then Austria, now the Czech * —. efense belt. One 
of these days he’d pluck England itself like a ripe plum. Why 
not, if they all just sat around, sipping a drink r a pleasant 
day, and murmuring: “War? Oh, there may be some 
and readjustment in *. —5 but we're all right!“ 


That revealing flash Jean Knox’s life. ent into the 
she drove off to Watford, 
Territorial 3 
iary branch 

The county T. A. colonslwhe-was an acquaintance, 
gave her a first shock resisting her offer to chauffeur an 
army car, drive an ambulance or handle horses—jobs she 
2 she could do. He told her that what they needed reall 

a few nental officers,” women who’d w 
ty to handle other women. Jean 


ae approved and appoin 


Knox looked like good offer material to him She balked, But 


he talked her into „ 

London- qua 
Square drill, been ed, 


examin 
ted an officer.of the A. T. 8. 


They gave the three pips of junior commander (captain) 
right away. 1938. 
and the colonel back at 


She still had in action, 
country r her her troubles now began. She 
was a company with no company. Her job was to 


raise and train an A. T. S. company. 


applican 
covering how and why young women work or shirk, give zest- 
fully or sulk. 


By the spring of 1989 she had her company recruited, trained, 
— and Deeley. It was reckoned the smartest company 

in the new corps at the 1989 summer under-canvas camp. 

the first service-conditions-get-together. It was also the 

A few weeks later Hitler slipped the leash off his nev 

machine, and as Armageddon Number Two exploded, Jean 

‘mobilization notice and took her company to its 


‘summon them, closed her 
home, packed to a new job— 
which 

She was used vitae gett Now she worked 12 and 14 
hours a day itehall office. Later she crawled back 
through the nightly blitzes to a little 2 she’d taken on the 
rim of town. working in the 
a. having a rough because the A. T. S. 
was a passage — 
still bumping cogs. Planned in 

militia lines, the corps suffered from an overweight of titled 
inefficients. list was long on distinction and 
short on dynamism. 

up the 

care, 


A Tough Assignment 


The War Office chiefs went into a huddle. They 
Senior Commander (Major) Jean Knox, and handed her her 


sent for 


Es 


est assignment so far. She had to tell the army’s — 

military chiefs to change the A. T. S. into a 

"he visited every camp and station, contacting 

probing conditions. She returned with a blueprint for — 

over the service. 2 was adopted. The service — 2 — 

. rows of titles in the senior officers’ list. 
curve turned up. 0 

Ch ef Helen Gwynne-Vaughan, 


Who — succeed Dame”? 
They gave Jean Knox the A. T. S. command. 


meantime the A. T. S. had been gran 
honor—and ob 3 dete. All the other A. 
officers got This incidental 
caused some 1 confusion. e — „ commanding in 
one — area ordered salutes for women officers when the 
rank ed for it. But he had to wash it out. Too many six- 
foot sergeants and 220-pound t majors objected to 
saluting pint-size Venuses with 
commander. 


The war absorbs her energies and activities but not all her 
ts. She looks to the future. She told me the other day that 

she thought her own attitude toward the war represented that of 
most Englishwomen—they loathe ha having ts forced on them by ‘the 
Nazi lust for cunquest, but an they 2 to see it through, 
because thinking of tomorrow, know they have no other 


world after the war. I believe we shall have it. It may be war 
born, but it won't die when the war ends. 


(Printed permission . Patrick D and This Week 
Teo. 14, 1941. Copyright, 1941, by the United Newspapers 
Magazine Corporation.) 


drumming up recruits, inter- 
to judge character at a glance, find- 
ut an individual means little, dis- 


three pips of junior 


10 
1 
1 
11 
i 
| 10 f helps the regular military forces in every conceivable depart- 
5 Forgetting Boadicea, Mrs. Knox is the first woman general The A. T. S. was less than 18,000 strong when it mobilized. 
in British history. She is also, at 33, Britain’s youngest gen- The erry wanted more women quickly lean 
‘ eral. In even more striking ways she epitomizes total war as 
1 it has hit conservative Britain, smashing a crust of old ideas 
1 and ways and prejudices, bringing the women into action 
5 alongside the men. Three years Jean Knox was just a 
1 
| 
their hillside home. Normally they would have been talking 
and laughing, but they were a bit thoughtful that evening, 
watching the rooks homing to the tall elms. 
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Women Can Be Brave As Men 
And Often Are, Psychiatrist Says 

In an article by Lucrece Hudgins, printed in the 
Washington (D. C.) Evening Star of January 5, 1941 
the writer refers to statements made by Dr. Wi 
Oberholser, famous psychiatrist and superintendent of 
St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, Washington, D. C. Dr. Ober- 
holser says: 

“Our whole civilization has been built on the thesis that men 


are the stronger sex. But I think events in this war prove 
beyond question that the courage of women is equal to that of 


men. 

“Custom has conditioned women to a feeling of inferiority. 
Now women, perhaps to their own surprise, are proving that 
they can pull their own weight in the boat. 

According to the psychiatrist there is no physiologi- 
cal reason why women should be less brave than men. 
Perhaps they become frightened quickly but that may 
be because women are more intuitive and realize dan- 
ger more readily. But to act courageously in the face 
of a known danger requires more pluck than to act 
with bravado when scornful of danger. 8 

„When an individual shows courage or cowardice it is not 
because of being a male or female but because of being a par- 
ticular human being, says Dr. Oberholser. | 

“A very brave man who has fought in three wars and rolled 
over Niagara Falls in a barrel and been blown out of circus 
cannons a8 a human ball, often will become a sniffling baby 


when he falls ill. 
“On the other hand, a woman who has never had to face 


any graver physical than that attendant upon crossing 
a street will fall ill and the most extreme physical suffer- 
ing without a sound.” | 

Men sometimes scoff at the patriotism of women, 
saying that it is easy for girls to wave flags because 
they are not the ones who will have to go out on the 
battlefield to die. 

However, Dr. Oberholser agrees that it often takes 

ie. 

While some men will admit that women are their 
equal in physical bravery, they insist that abstract 
courage is a purely male prerogative. They ask, “How 
many women would die for a principle?“ 

To this Dr. Oberholser replies, “How many men would die 
for a principle? The average person doesn’t see this war ag. a 
conflict between democracy and autocracy. What he sees is a 
threat to his home, his livelihood, his personal peace. These 
are v different things from a principle and women are as 
apt to t for them as men.” 


| Wages Based On The Job 

The employment of women at rates based on the 
job to be performed rather than on the sex of the 
worker was advocated, according to the January 
Journal of the A. A. U. W., by the Minimum Wage 
oa called by the Women’s Bureau in Novem- 

r, 1941. 

Miss Caroline Haslett, British engineer and adviser 
to the British Ministry of Labor on women’s training, 
told the Conference of the efforts in Great Britain to 
secure equal pay for men and women doing the same 
work and said that the phrase “the rate for the job” 
had been found preferable to the phrase “equal pay 
for equal work.” 


Being A Woman Is Not A Handicap 


The bombing of Great Britain roved, so wo 
This Week, that women are less likely to be bom 


shocked than men. The ratio is 18 women to 30 men. 


Air raids have disproved the theory that women are 
the emotional sex.. Their instinct to protect those they 
love enables them to go about their defense work with 
much more calm than men. They are less s ible 
to nerve-shattering effects of war noises, and if they 
es they respond more quickly to treat- 
— 


Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 


The bill H. R. 6293 to create a Women’s Army Aux- 
iliary Corps, introduced by Representative Edith 
Nourse Rogers of Massachusetts, referred to in our 
last issue by Alma Lutz, was favorably reported from 
the Military Affairs Committee of the House on Jan- 


uary 28th. It now awaits a nod from the Rules Com- 


mittee. In the meantime a similar bill has been intro- 
duced in the Senate by Senator Listor Hill of 
S. 2240. The number of women to be enrolled woul 
be determined by the President. The women enrollees 
would perform tasks now assigned to civilian volun- 
teers. The service would be voluntary. The ages of 
applicants would have to be between the ages of 21 and 
45. Married women can enlist. Women can serve abroad 
as well as in this country. Enrollees can get their jobs 
back just as men drafted into the army. Efficient use 
of women for non-combatant service will require train- 
ing which will be furnished. The Waacs would not be 
subject to court-martial but could be given dishonor- 
able discharge. It is thought that 12,000 women would 
be called at once. Basic pay would be $21 a month for 
privates. The ranking woman would draw $3,000. The 
cost of the ** is estimated at $10,000,000. This 
Corps is modeled in general on the Women's Auxili 
Territorial Service in which thousands of Briti 
women are enrolled. 

During the recent Mid-Winter Board Meeting of the 
General Federation of Women's Clubs the following 


Emergency Resolution was passed: 
Whereas, the members of the G. F. W 


opinion that the burdens and sacrifices 
8 by all citizens 


C. are 
of war 


of the nation; therefore be it 


untary 
United States. 


Drafting Women Urged By Judge 
Austin, Tex.(UP)—Drafting 
wartime service is advocated 
Dallas, Texas’ only woman ct judge. 

“Tt seems to me if the government needs the services of 
all men, it needs the services of all women,” Mrs. Hughes told 
a ey of university and professional women. “It shouldn’t 
be left to the women to volunteer.” 

Mrs. Hughes said that women have made considerable prog- 
ress equal pn ne in national affairs, but they 
still are “only half-citizens.” In Texas, she pointed out, 
women are not allowed to serve on juries. Bk 

“Time and education will give us full rights under the Con- 
stitution,” concluded the former Texas legislator.—Zastern 
Telegram, Texas, January 20, 1942. 


DANGEROUS LEADERS 


(From “Blessed Are The Peacemakers,” advertised in the December 
Dau Rieuts. Copyright by the author.) 


“The sky was white with flying geese 
Who were racing to the South, 
The male leaders flew through the storms 
Over dangerous and perilous places, 
Followed by drooping birds 
Whose wings would not bear them up. 
The sea was feathered with floating 
The mates became unruly 7 
With this tragic leadership, 
Giving wild and piercing cries 
For help which did not come. 
They refused to follow longer 
This erratic, foolish course, 
Then screaming they swerved to the right 
And landed the flock in safety that night.” 
GLADYS HOUSTON GREINER. 
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February, 1942 


World Women’s Party For Equal Rights 
Miss Alice Paul, Chairman, has sent out the follow- 

ing call, under date of January 28th: 

“To Officers and Presidents of National Branches: ~ 
“A meeting of the Council of the World Woman’s 

Party for Equal Rights will be held at the Washington 


Headquarters during the first week in May. This meet- 
ing is called in accordance with Article 7 of the Con- 


stitution. 
“A provisional agenda will be mailed under separate 


cover. 

“We should be glad to have a report of the activities 
of continental, national, and local ps for presen- 
tation at this meeting. We should be grateful for 


any information you can send concerning the status 


of pe at the present moment in your part of the 
world.” | 
The provisional agenda includes: | 
1. Chairman’s report, to be presented by Alice Paul 
(U. S. A), Chairman. 
2. Treasurer's report, to be presented by Amy C. Ran- 
some (U. S. A.), Treasurer. 5 
3. Question presented by Margaret Cousins (India), 
Ninth Vice-President (by cable): | 
“Urge World Woman’s Party to secure the sub- 
stitution of word ‘people’ instead of ‘men’ in At- 
lantic Charter, thus including women.“ 
4. Question presented by Elsie Maitland (England), 
Assistant Honorary Secretary (by letter): 
“Relationship of the World Woman’s Party for 
Equal Rights to the Liaison Committee of women’s 
9 with headquarters in London and 
\ eva.“ 
5. Question presented by Amy C. Ransome (U. S. A.), 
Treasurer (by letter): 
“What adjustments shall our organization make 
in view of the world emergency?“ 


6. Letter from former United States Consul in one of 


the (at present) occupied countries of Europe, 
asking for program to be presented by World 
Woman’s Party for Equal Rights at the Peace 
Conference and stating: 

“If the womanhood of the world is not repre- 
sented at the Peace Conference at the end of the 
war, we shall have a third world war which will 
break down civilization.” 3 

7. Report on work for feminist refugees. — 

8. Report on organization of North American Com- 
mittee of World Woman’s Party for Equal Rights 
Amy C. Ransome (U. S. A.), Provisional Chair- 
man of the North American Committee. 

9. Report on work at I. L. O. Conference in New York 
and Washington, autumn of 1941. 

Officers and national branches are requested to send 
in items for the agenda. 


Evolution Of Man 


It has taken God—or Nature, if you will—unknown 


millions of years of painful struggle to evolve Man, and 

to raise the human species above that helpless bondage 

to reproduction which marks the lower animals.” 
—HAVELOCK ELLIs, in “Little Essays on Love and Virtue,” 


In order to increase our subscribers Miss Gladys H. Greiner 
has inaugurated a MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST. 
A prize award will be given for the person getting the most 
subscriptions over 5 during the next month. All subscriptions 
must be in Equal Rights office, 144 B St., N. E., Washington, 
D. C., by April 1, 1942. 


OCD. 


Report To Nation The Labor Front 
Archibald MacLeish’s Statement On The War No. 6 


heading “Help Wanted on Farms,” Mr. 
says: 


“The employment service, too, is trying to place 
every available farm worker. With record crops in 


prospect, an acute shortage of agricultural labor 
threatens. Farmers on family-sized farms have been 
unable to pay wages high enough to compete with 
industry. Hundreds of thousands of young farmers 
are going into the armed forces. To fight this shortage, 
farm families, women and children as well as men, 
will have to work longer and harder. City youths prob- 
ably will be organized to go out to the farms for 
seasonable jobs. A woman’s ‘land army may be re- 


“Beginnings, too, have been made in the recruiting 
of women for war work. During the last war, nearly 
one-fourth of all the employees in aircraft plants were 
women. Before this war ends, one-third of our aireraft 
workers may be women, In some plants women already 
are doing light sheet-metal work, riveting, welding, 
spray painting, pasting and gluing. Women have been 
found particularly adapted to small-arms ammunition 
work, and in the Frankford Arsenal in Philadelphia 
nearly 40 per cent of the workers are women. Other 
women are making gas masks and working as bench 
hands, solderers and inspectors in arms and munitions 
factories. It is estimated that more than 500,000 
women are now employed in war work. But today only 
4 women in every 1,000 are working in war industries, 
1 1918 there were 21 such workers in every 


Women Fliers Face Much Ground Work 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 4. Women fliers taken into 
the Civil Air Patrol probably will put in considerable 
time in ground service before receiving their 2 

according to Miss Cecile Hamilton of this branch of 
Office of Civilian Defense. Miss Hamilton spoke at a 


symposium of aviation publication publishers, editors 


and writers held here yesterday by the Civil Air Patrol. 
“Most of us are working pounding typewriters or 
setting up files,” she said. . 
In an interview at CAP headquarters, she added: 
“This is probably the type of work in which we will 
be most useful as the organization and its various 
group headquarters are being established throughout 
the country. 
“There are only about 3,000 women among the 


91,000 certified civilian pilots in the country. Of these, 


it is estimated that probably only 500 or 1,000 have had 


à great deal of cross-country flying. Statistics there 


fore indicate that we are not going to be a terribly 
important part of ** flying force, at least numerically 
speaking.” 

The working program has not yet been defined, but 
tentatively includes gence highways during war 
manoeuvers, 8 coast lines and defense areas, 
strategic civilian objectives and maintaining auxiliary 
transportation facilities for the armed forces and the 


—Special dispatch to New York Times, Monday, 
) Jan. 5, 1942. 


EQUAL RIGHTS SEALS 


Equal Rights Seals are for sale at Headquarters and should 
‘ise the cause, and for the money they earn. 
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Roll Call Of State Action 


CALIFORNIA 
Three Arch Bay 


BE ton, t a meeting of the Laguna Beach N. W. P. 
on Boga spoke on “Women’s Responsibility in the Present 
World Mildred Taylor, on discriminations 

elimination of all discriminatory laws against women in 


industry. 
January 20th—Mrs. before the Coast 
Line Lions Club, cooperating wi Adult Education Group, 


Equal Rights Amendment. Mrs. Ransome poi 
National Resources Planning Board included in its nine point 


rogram, “the right to ity before the law.” But this point, 
r denied women under the Constitution 

as it stands today. 
E 4 oe and creatively during the pro- 


ductive years.” 
standard. 


“The right to fair play.” 
not receive equal pay for equal work and who are erally 
excluded from us the more highly itions. “Hold fast. 


to the 
ual Rights program,” said “Women won the 
roe not as a reward for war oak. but because they had a well 
ized campaign. Women will win equal rights if they 

use to be from their platform. 


Los Angeles 
We are very happy to welcome to active membership in the 
N. W. P. Miss Evelyn D. Whitman, President of the School 
Women’s Council of Los Angeles. 


— OF COLUMBIA & NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
from 7 to 8 P. M., in the 
Alva Belmont Library; Miss Mary E. Downey, Librarian, pre- 


January 28rd—Miss Downey entertained Chapter C of the 


P. E. O. at tea. 

9 Executive Committee of the Government 
Workers' held a business meeting. 

February 7th— Dr. Jeannette Marks, formerly head of the 
English Department at Mt. Holyoke, and member of the Finance 
Committee of the N. W. P., lectured on “The Treasure Islands 
of the Brownings, an Adventure in 3 in the Alva 
Belmont Library. There were stereopticon views of the 
Islands.“ The occasion was a tea given by the Chevy Chase 
Branch of the National League of American Pen Women. 

Feb 10th—A meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
District of Columbia Branch was held at the Alva Belmont 
House. In the absence of the Chairman, Mrs. Lucy 3 
Shaw, the First Vice-Chairman, Dr. Miriam Oatman, 

February 15th—Miss Marjorie Webster, of the arjorie 
Webster Schools, spoke over WWDC on a program in honor of 
n sponsored by Mr. John Reed, Program 

rector. 

Other radio stations throughout the nation have broadcasted 
about Miss Anthony on this, the 122nd anniversary of her 


February 16th—Due to a rule that the Capitol must be closed 
2 Sundays, the yearly meeting in the t in honor of Susan 
ey presi nator Kilgore o irginia, mem 
the J Jose Clark Bald- 
win, Mae Wena Guitar Miller spoke. Muna Lee read a poem 
she had written in honor of the occasion. Mrs. Ernest 
Humphrey Daniel, Chairman of Commemoration Days in 
Washington, conducted the ceremony of laying the wreath. 


FLORIDA 


The South Florida Branch of the N. W. P. was organized 
by the State Chairman, Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, at a well 
attended meeting held on January 24th at her home in Miami. 
A constitution was adopted and the following officers were 
elected: Members of the Executive Committee, Mrs. T. V. 
Moore, Mrs. Guy Williams, Mrs. Marie Richardson Ide, Mrs. 
T. T. Stevens, Mrs, Clark Stearns, Mrs. Oscar Thompson 
Eunice Tietjens Head, Wilma Sinclair Le Van, Mrs. Richa 

Hoxie, Vivian Yieser Laramore, Mrs. Cleland Davis, Mrs. 
William Whitman, Marjorie Stoneman D as, Mrs. William 
Stubblefield, Mrs. J. Hunter Barton, Mrs. Robert Clay Sherrill; 
Committee Chairmen, Education, Romona Sawyer Barth; Pro- 


Eunice Tietjens; Mrs. Wade Li 
Entertainment, M 


sting Paine 
G. B. Le Van; Defense, Mrs. 


Margore Varner and — 4 — *. The Parliamentarian 
rresponding Secretary, Virginia 


the advancement of the Equal 
Rights Amendment and the defeat of the Mandatory Joint 


Miss Mary Esarey, an at- 
torney of West Palm yn 


Rights A she. declared 


the adoption of the Equal Rights 128 


that if women had more power, war would be ed. 
IDAHO 
Miss Lois has returned to H f 
eadquarters for a visit 
INDIANA 


The Lucretia Mott Amendment was unanimously endorsed 
by the May Wright Sewell Indiana Council of Women at their 
— 2 in the Lincoln Hotel, November 18th, —— a thorough 


MARYLAND 


The Maryland Branch has changed announced in 
the last issue of Equal Rights and 12 of holding 3 local 


meeting in honor of Susan B. Anthony will take part in the 
t meeting on 4 16th. 
X to Mrs. Wiley's letter of January 14th, Mrs. 
Isey, Maryland State Chairman, announces the fol- 
ee ap wow cone Committee Chairmen, Rights, Mrs. 
Ernest wartz; ional, Mrs. Helen herry; Finance, 
Mrs. Joseph Kurdle; e; Organization, Mrs. Alman Harrison Am- 
brose; Literature, Mrs. arry Kachadorian; * Mrs. 
Katherine Lessner; Library, Mrs. * Grainger 
Adults, Mrs. Manie Bonner; Susan B. Anthony 2 
Meeting, Mrs. George Halsey. 


[NOTE.—NATIONAL CHAIRMEN: Please re 
a notification. STATE CHAIRMEN: ce 
help i if all state chairmen will r 
land to my letter of January ely a8 Pre 


The Business and Professional 88 Council of the 
N. W. P. held a dinner meeting in honor of Susan B. Anthony 
at the Woman's City Club on February 10th. Speakers: 
Edwina Avery, former Chairman of the Government Workers’ 
Council, and homas J. 8. Waxter, Director of the t 
of Public Welfare. j 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Powerful opposition to the Mandatory Joint Income Tax 
Return 4 here when the press announced that the Hon. 
Allen Treadway of this state, ranking member of the Ways 
and Means Committee of the House, would in this 
iniquitous measure in February. Edith Bartlett —.— State 
Chairman, wrote her members: 


„ „ awaken him (Mr. Treadway) to the realization 
that Massachusetts women know that the ee 5 of such 
legislation will result in placing an unfair burden on mar- 

rsons, thereby penalizing marriage. More serious is 
the fact that the suggestion for considering the income of 
married persons as a single amount for the purpose of 
levying a tax comes from a COMMON LAW attitude by 
which the property of a wife becomes that of her husband. 


In a letter to the Boston Globe of January 29th, Alma Lutz 


“ . .. it is important that the methods of taxation do not 
infringe upon the basic rights of any group of our citizens. 
Mandatory joint income tax returns for husbands and wives 
would abrogate the property rights of married women— 
rights which have been won as our democratic government 
has 2 Even one step backward would be dangerous 
for the rights of women which are not too firmly established 
even in our democratic country. The incomes of many 
married women are earned by them or have been inherited 

and should continue to be regarded legally as their separate 
property It is unfair to regard the earnings or income of 

and wife as joint income and not to class the 
income of brothers and sisters or sons and daughters in the 
same household as joint family income. Obviously manda- 
tory joint income tax returns would penalize marriage.” 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Extracts From Letters To The Editor 


From Mrs. Ella Clapp Thompson 
Lawyer, Bakersville, North Carolina: 
“T hope that as was done with the Federal Suffrage 


Amendment in World War I, will consider the Equal 
Amendment a war measure and speedily send it on 
states for ratification. | 


“I only wish I had time to work actively with the N. W. P. 
now as I did in the old days, but I am a producer of mica, a 
basic war material for ense in the ding of tanks, air- 
ships and battleships and all of my time must be given to that. 
Besides, I am on the Selective Service Board and that, too, takes 
time. But I am heart and soul with you splendid women and I 
do not think = ought to relax your efforts for the —S 
of the Equal Rights Amendment now that we are actually 
the war. There is all the more reason for the factual and actual 
recognition of women now that we are called upon for sacrifices 
and heartaches in order to win the war. There will be plenty 
of room for all of us in the readjustment following victory.” 


(Note.—The first effort to commercialize mica was made soon 
after the close of the Civil War by the firm of Heap and Clapp 
who operated the Sink Hole mine between Spruce Pine and 
Bakersville. A marker is now on the highway pointing to the 
location of this mine. | | 

This past April a six weeks’ course for women was held in 
the Celo community to teach them to sheet mica, a very skilled 
art. n ter of one of the 
original partners in the firm of Heap Clapp—Mrs, Ella 
Clapp Thompson of ) 


From Mrs. Amy C. Ransome, 
Aud Vice-Chairman, V. W. P., 
Organization Chairman, Western Region, , 
Pasadena, California. 

“The nine point p issued during the past week by the 
National Resources Planning Council implementing the ‘four 
freedoms’ and projected as a basis for winning the peace, is 
of especial interest. . . it may be said that women gained the 
right to vote during World War I, not as a reward for their 


Rights 
to the 
P 


superb war work, but because they carried on a well organized 


campaign. This fact is stressed in the book Women in the 
Making of America.’ American women gained suffrage by their 
own efforts, taking advantage of the situation, to extend demo- 
cratic principles to themselves, while fighting to make the world 
safe for democracy. In the light of history, woman’s demand 
for the vote in no way interfered with the prosecution of World 
War I—rather her demand aided the cause of democracy, 
extending its principles and putting them into practice. 
“The situation today is similar, in many ways more promis- 
ing. The National Resources Planning Board has projected a 
war program which reads: ‘The right to equality before 
law, with equal access to justice in fact; The right to work 
usefully and creatively through the productive years; The right 
to fair play, adequate to command the necessities and amenities 
of life in exchange for work, ideas, thrift and socially valuable 
services. 
“Vice-President Wallace has ably pointed out in the January 


Atlantic Monthly that we must formulate our terms for a post- 


war world now, while the war is on, that otherwise the peace 
will be lost. 

“These two statements coming from official sources are most 
encouraging. Let us take them at their word and proceed to 
enroll members in the N. W. P. and to solicit subscribers for 


qual Rights’. Let us be frank with our public officials in 


letting them know that women have not stepped aside or les- 


. gened their claims to equality, rather they have stepped into 


the front line of all out work to make democracy function ‘in 
fact as well as in principle’. Let them know that women expect 
to qualify for equal participation with men in world affairs, so 
that their t unused instinctive power toward protection of 
the race which they bear, shall function in affairs that decide 
peace and war.” 


From Mayor Ruth Huston Whipple, 
Plymouth, Michigan: 
II couldn't get along without EUA. RIGHTs. 


(Note—Mrs. Whipple is the only woman mayor and the 
only woman in a city council or commission in Michigan.) 


From the Editor of Pilot International: 

enjoy each issue of your magazine. Lou have been on our 
exchange list for our official publication The Pilot Log for the 
past two years and we trust you have been receiving it.” 


Roll Call Of State Action 
C.)Continued from page 15) 


NEW MEXICO 
At a regular business meeting, the Duke City Business and 
Professional Women’s Club endorsed the Equal Rights Amend- 


Acting Sine pointed School 


Trustee by Mayor Benjamin F. Barnes of Yonkers. Mayor 


Barnes acted on the “high recommendation” of School Superin- 
tendent W. W. Ankenband. There are at present three women 
and six men on the Board of Education. ! 

Mrs. rn 2 before the Business and Prof 
Women’s Club at the Hotel Pierrepont, Brooklyn, on January 
14th; before the National Republican Women’s Club in New 
York on January 16th; before the Westchester County Women’s 
Republican Club in White Plains on January 28rd; before the 
Graduate Nurses Association, General Hospital, Yonkers on 


February 9th; and before the Albany Business and 


Women’s Club on February 10th. 

Miss Ruth G. McClelland has accepted the appointment of 
Chairman of the 28th Congressional District, comprising the 
County of Albany and portions of the City of ‘roy. Miss 
McCl d was any og ag the New York State Library an 
has Director of the Albany Institute of 
History and Art. 


Vivien Kellems of New York City, tnventerstanefasbarer- 
17 * the Equal Rights — 
osen one of the outstanding women e na a 
committee of educators. 
OHIO . 


Mrs. Catherine Dobbs, Chairman of the National Committee 
of Young Adults, has spent a week at Headquarters conferring 
with other workers and lining up her committee. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


between them. “N. W. P. 50-50” it reads. One of these cards 

should be given to each member when she pays her dues. Each 

state chairman will need a supply. 50¢ per hundred. 
VERMONT 


In the Public Acts of Vermont for 1941, page 41, section 8, 
is to be found a provision for a referendum at the polls in 


Vermont for 1942 on the question of jury service for women. 


If this referendum wins the women of Vermont will vote in 1943. 
Women may now serve on juries in 25 states, the District of 
Columbia and two territories. 


Susan B. Anthony 
(Born Feb. 13, 1820, died March 13, 1906) 
By ANN BRYANT 


She “boarded round” in her school-teaching days 


And heard the coarse, the vitriolic phrase, 
Hurled at the wife and mother by the man 
Who termed her chattel as his taut-reined span 
Although his children she so valiant bore, 
Asking no sharing of the heavy chore, 
Daring no laxity of tongue to cry, 
“ 3 is partnership. What voice have I?” 
Young Susan sought to enter this vain world 
That men had built for men. The male lip curled 
In scorn when she nded right to speak 
And gaining right to rostrum, all her weak . 
And elder sisters heartened as old wrong 
Was flung in challenge at a booing throng: 
She Fn slavery as a X rot 
On Freedom flowering in a pot. 
She tagged intem nce to that black name 
Of abolition and hate rose to flame! 
“A woman without right to vote: The role 
Of dullard played for man’s imperial soul! 
er legacy, and yet she is denied 
Administration. She is crucified 
In knowledge that she cannot place the seal. 
Of dian upon her children’s weal.” 
A dying Susan knew her victories won: 
Each daughter marching forward with each son! 
And those who'd loved or scoffed shed open tear, 
Wading knee-deep, rose petals at her bier. 


> 
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NEW YORK 
| 
| 
| Dr. Ruth Deeter, Chairman of the Harrisburg Branch, Ger- 
) trude Emerson and Mrs..James Eusi, both of Harrisburg, 
recently visited the Alva Belmont Library and stayed to tea. 
Mrs. — Wood Patterson, State Organizer, spent Jan- 
; uary 3ist at Headquarters. Mrs. Patterson brought the new 
| membership card authorized by the Council. On each card is 
| inscribed an i a man and woman _ the world 


